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Wildfires devestate the West, reinfores need for fire safety
MALAYSIA
TALBERT

Reporter

At least 35 people are
dead following wildfires
in California, Oregon and
Washington, the Associated Press reported. The
wildfires have burned over
4.6 million acres in 87
large fires.
With wildfires burning
millions of acres, smoke
has traveled down to
Hawaii and all the way
to New York. This poses
a threat due to smoke
inhalation and reduced
visibility.
The governor of California stated, “Stepping outside in these wildfire zones
is equivalent to smoking
20 packs of cigarettes.”
Air quality in Oregon, California and Washington
has been ranked among
the world’s worst, passing
China.
“Wildfires are a natural occurrence that have
always happened. They
will always happen,” said
Andy Thomas, former
employee of the Tennessee
Department of Agriculture
Forestry.

The Gatlinburg fires of
2016 impacted the community heavily. Fourteen
lives were claimed in the
fires caused by arson and
damage was estimated to
be over $500 million.
The wildfires in the
West happen more often
than in Tennessee and the
Upper Cumberland; however, wildfires could rip
across Tennessee as well.
“The terrain which is
called urban interface is
similar. Urban interface
just means where homes
and buildings are built
near wooded areas or
in wooded areas,” said
Thomas.
This close proximity
increases the odds of
fires developing due to
the possibility of human
error when lack of safety
measures are in place to
contain them.
While the Upper Cumberland area has wildfires,
they usually can be controlled easily by local fire
departments due to a high
population of people.
“Humans can affect wildlife in negative and positive ways,” said Hannah
Leftwich who is a junior at
Tech majoring in Wildlife

Fire devastates the west coast from California to Oregon. The United States National Park Service states nearly 85
percent of wildfires are caused by humans.
and Fisheries.
The El Dorado fire in
California was caused by
a gender reveal party. The
party burned over 13,500
acres due to human negligence.
Nearly 85 percent of
wildfires are caused by
humans according to the

United States National
Park Service. Burning
of debris, abandoning
bonfires and discarding of
cigarettes are the leading
causes, due to humans.
In Gatlinburg, wildfires were caused by two
teenagers playing a game
where you hold a match

in your mouth as long as
possible.
“Some people are not
educated enough about
fires, and that’s where it
goes wrong. Sometimes
fires can’t be prevented,
but a lot of times they can
and that starts with education,” said Leftwich.

These instances support
the need for continuous
fire safety education for
residents living near these
wooded areas as a preventative measure.
For more information about fire safety in
Tennessee, visit www.
BurnSafeTN.org.

COVID-19 inspires creativity in fine arts students
coronavirus from July
into August, she has
turned to “passion
projects”, rather than
simply schoolwork.
While she was sick and
frequenting the hospital, she began to realize
the importance of truly
enjoying creating.

LANE MOCHOW

Social Media
Co- Editor
Madeline Watts is a
senior graphic design
major who melds realism and vector styles
into her art.
She explains that
after experiencing the

Jonathan Strong,
a senior in clay, was
working with high
temperature extrusions, loading clay into
it and making hollow
forms, which he turns
into large sculptures.
When COVID-19
sent everyone home,
Strong also adapted
Gorgan Clark, a
sophomore at Tech
majoring in metalwork, missed the
physicality of creating
in his Metalsmithing
class during the closing
of campus last semester.
He creates practical

his thesis. He designed and built his
own home clay studio,
where he built a pit fire
out of unused bricks,
which he used for a
weathered effect.
“It was a good thing
in that it helped me
start my home studio
and helped me for
metalwork, such as
kitchen knives. Since
students did not have
access to equipment,
the class focused on
designing things they
would have made out
of cardboard and other
found objects.
“It’s kind of like

Tabitha Thierjung
is a senior glass major at Tech who got
creative with handling the COVID-19
closing. She has been
working with glass for
almost eight years, but
currently she creates
sculptural glass work.
w
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She uses her new
spare time to refine
her art style and make
more meaningful art.
“Whether that was
to wear masks or to
keep socially distanced,
and how important art
is in a world that sees
art as disposable. It

reminded me how important artists actually
are,” Watts said.
She hopes the quick
turnaround time for
COVID-19 related art
helps people realize
how much artists pour
their hearts into their
art.

when I graduate,” said
Strong.
Since school has
returned to in-person
classes this semester,
Strong has a decision
to make.
“[Now that] we
have been given studio
access back … Do I
continue the work I

moved to, or embrace
the work I was, or use
them both?” Strong
questioned.

an overlying type of
anxiety, I guess, where
it could be shut down
at any moment. My
schooling is the type
that kind of has to
be in person for it to
really be anything,”
explained Clark.
“Cauldrons, witches’
hats, brooms, and I’m
venturing more into
how I can turn stuff
from witchcraft into
glass,” Theirjung said.
Theirjung purchased
a torch and a dremel
to keep in tune with
her art while at home
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last semester. She uses
the dremel to make
engravings into the
glass, giving her art an
otherworldly feel.

Voice Your Opinion

Find an error? Contact the managing editors:

The Oracle encourages readers
to write letters and commentaries
on topics of interest. A few guidelines:
Letters should not exceed 300
words. Commentaries should not
exceed 500 words and include a
picture of the writer.
Originality is required, no plagiarism. For verification, letters and commentaries must include your
name, email, hometown and classification or title.
Letters may not run every edition due to space. The
Oracle reserves the right to edit for style, grammar,
length and clarity.
Submissions must be sent to oracle@tntech.edu and
received by 3 p.m. the Wednesday before publication.
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