
American social reformer, writer, 
statesman, and abolitionist. Doug-
lass became the national leader of 
the abolitionist movement in 
Massachusetts and New York after 
escaping from slavery in Maryland.

1845
Frederick Douglass

American abolitionist and political 
activist born into slavery. Tubman 
escaped, and made approximately 13 
missions to rescue about 70 enslaved 
people including groups of friends, 
and families. Tubman freed slaves 
by using the network of antislavery 
activists and safe houses known as the 
Underground Railroads.

1849
      Harriet Tubman

American minister and activist that 
became the most visible spokes-
person and leader in the civil rights 
movement from 1955 to 1968 when 
he was assassinated.

  1955 - 1968
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

  1955 
   Rosa Park

An American activist in the civil rights 
movement known mostly for her boy-
cott in the Montgomery bus. She was 
referred to as “the first lady of civil 
rights,” and “the mother of the free-
dom movement” by the United States 
Congress.

  1963
   Medgar Evers

American civil rights activist 
in Mississippi, the state’s field 
secretary for the NAACP.

  1967 - 1991
   Thurgood Marshall

American lawyer and civil rights ac-
tivist who served as associate. Justice 
of Supreme court of the United States 
from October 1967 to 1991. Marshall 
was also the Court’s first African 
American justice.

   1963 - 1966
   John Lewis

American statesman and civil 
rights leader who served in the 
United States House of Rep-
resentatives for Georgia’s 5th 
congressional district from 1987 
until his death in 2020.

  1969
      Maya Angelou

American poet, and civil rights 
activist She worked with other 
activists on the front lines of 
the Civil Rights Movement, 
participating in demonstra-
tions and marches.

  2009 - 2017
      Barack Obama

American politician and attorney 
who served as the 44th president 
of the United States from 2009-
2017. A member of the Demo-
cratic party, Obama was the first 
African American president of the 
United States of America.

  2020
George Floyd

African American man who 
died after being arrested by 
police outside the shop in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota at the 
age of 46.
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black community 
because it has obviously 
shown us like we still have a 
problem, racism still exists, 
police brutality is still very 
much an issue, and basi-
cally that although we have 
come so far we still have so 
much work to do,” she said. 

“Like some people 
look at it in the sense 
that nothing has real-
ly changed, or we have 
progressed backwards, 
but then I would also say 
it has motivated like every 
black person to do better, 
to seek out change, and to 
use their voice to be heard, 
and not just be silent, it has 
really given us a voice, and 
rallying everyone behind us 
so that everyone can see,” 
Murray added.

Peaceful protest is possi-
ble following the example of 
leaders mentioned includ-
ing Rosa Parks, known 
as the mother of the civil 
rights movement. Most no-
tably, Parks refused to give 
up her bus seat to a white 
man in Montgomery, Ala-
bama. Parks was arrested, 
and the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott was launched by 
17,000 black citizens.

“I think protesting 
peacefully can get atten-
tion, boycotting businesses 
where business owners on 
a large-scale boycott,” said 
Dr. Owens.. 

“It wouldn’t surprise me 
if students decided to do 
some sort of demonstra-
tion, some sort of peaceful 
protest on campus. That’ll 

be fine, college campus is 
one of the primary places 
where activism takes place, 
and where protest happens. 
So, I think we’ll be good for 
students to have a peaceful 
protest, and talk about their 
concerns, and the issues on 
the campus.”

“I feel like how we’re 
gonna get there is through 
inclusion like everyone 
knowing they have a place 
in this world, knowing 
they’re here for a reason, 
and they all fit in no matter 
what color you are, like 
how you think, your sexual 
orientation. I think once 
we can come to terms with 
who we are, we’ll really get 
to world peace, ” Murray 
concluded with hopes of 
fair treatment for all people. 


